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Purpose 
 
Identify Ministry objectives and Board Improvement Plan goals that aligned with the project 
(align with Student Success, School Effectiveness Framework, and Leadership Framework). 
Board Improvement Plan: 

• Student Engagement / Voice 
• Critical Thinking 

 
 
 
Project Question 
 
What were your specific objectives in doing this project? 
What is the impact of teaching through inquiry on student enjoyment of learning and achievement 
in History? 
 
 
How did your project succeed in meeting these objectives? 
Method 
 
Please include a description of the process you used to collaborate, to collect relevant data, and 
to research appropriate indicators of success (e.g. surveys results, report card marks, 
attendance statistics, credit accumulation, EQAO scores, other data). 
 
If applicable, “How did your teacher collaboration project processes/methods/tools differ from 
those outlined in your initial proposal? Why were the changes necessary?” 
 
Results  
 
Please attach a copy of evidence gathered, such as charts, graphs, surveys, data, etc. 
 
Discussion/Conclusion 
 



Describe the lasting outcomes of the impact of this project on your teaching practice.  
What did the data collected and analyzed during your project tell you about student 
achievement? 
Lasting outcomes: 
 
Next Steps ‐ Questions: 

• Will the changes to teacher practice result in improved student achievement?  
• Would student attitudes change with more time and experience learning in this way?  
• Is it best to improve student attitudes by improving their achievement and thus giving them 

more experience with success? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…when we teach history we are trying not simply to pump facts into students, but to get them to 

think more historically and become historically minded, to understand history as an intellectual 

discipline, and to apply that understanding to contemporary problems…” 

Ken Osborne, 2006 

“…the purpose of school history is not to instill in students some more or less official version of the 

past, as enshrined in curricula and textbooks, but to give them the knowledge and understanding that 

they can apply to any historical narrative, not so much to contribute to national identity but to 

deconstruct it.” 

Ken Osborne, 2006 

 

“Conventional textbooks are all but useless for teaching higher-order thinking skills because they 

represent the final conclusions of other people’s thought processes. The opportunities for complex 

thinking have been squeezed out of them… Years of practice make some kids good at storing 

information in short-term memory, but in this era of almost instantaneous access to a universe of 

information, that’s an appalling waste of good brains.” 

 Marion Brady, 2008  

 

“Instead of embracing history as a stimulating course, many students are bored by it. The challenge is 

not simply to find ways of making history more relevant to students. It’s more importantly a matter of 

making the study of history more active. As long as students remain passive recipients of historical 

facts instead of inquirers into the dynamic nature of history they are less likely to be engaged.” 

 Mike Denos and Roland Case, 2006  

 

“In schools today, teachers typically ‘cover’ the curriculum by using textbooks and lectures. This 

information-transmission approach… has been discredited through the rigorous studies of Ralph Tyler 

(1949) and by the last thirty-plus years of research in the areas of cognition, education and literacy. The 

inquiry approach is a powerful alternative supported by current research. It ‘uncovers’ the same 

curricular content by putting students in the position of operating and interpreting the required 

material.” 

 Jeffrey Wilhelm, 2007  

 

think about this… 



 

 

 

 

    
 

Though anecdotally students reported increased enjoyment of their learning experience, the 

quantitative data was flat. We look forward to gathering the achievement data later this Spring to 

compare the results and answer some of the questions that have been raised by the data. 
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I enjoy learning
about history.

I enjoyed the last
history unit that I

was taught.

It is important to
learn about

history.

I learn important
skills in history
class that will
help me as a

student.

I learn important
skills in history
class that will

help me in life.

I will remember
most of the

facts/information
that I learned in
the last history

unit I was taught.

I would choose to
take a history
course in high

school.

PRE POST

Project Lead: Charlene Homer, Consultant 

Participating Teachers: Matt Babcock, Carol Baetz, Kathryn Borjeson, Tracy Bridgen, Pricia Evans, 

Kirby Gilbertson, Cindy Harvey, Lee Hull, Stephanie Ironside, Valerie Kelly-Turner, Lisa King, Laurie 

Leeman, Laural Matthews, Emily McAskill, Julia Schall, Lisa Sinclair, Ann Valikoski, and Heather 

Wemp. (all intermediate) 

What is the impact of teaching through inquiry on student 

enjoyment of and achievement in learning history? 
 

Teachers reported that students were 

more engaged, and that they provided 

more time for student thinking and talking. 

They felt that they made better plans, 

asked better questions, designed better 

tasks and that they felt more confident 

and enjoyed the teaching more.  

STUDENT 

IMPACT 

 

Attitude  

and 

Achievement 
 

   Will the changes to teacher practice result in improved student achievement? 

           Would student attitudes change with more time and experience learning in this way? 

                         Is it best to improve student attitudes by improving their achievement and thus giving them      

more experience with success? 

 

Qs 

TEACHER 

PRACTICE 

Challenges 

and 

Changes 
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